WINTERBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

19 August 2019
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	Evacuation procedure – Leave via the fire door and assemble outside in the play area – Noted

In attendance: Cllrs. Jenkins, Whatley, Dyer and Jones. 
	        Action
	
	

	Apologies for absence – Cllr. Labuschagne.
Declaration of Interest Under the Localism Act 2011: Cllr Jones. A member of the South Gloucestershire Council Planning Committee

18.08/19 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 15 July 2019 and the Clerk’s Report 
The minutes were approved and the items on the Clerk’s Report were noted.

Matters arising: 
Following concerns over recent incidents of vandalism at the Recreation ground, the Clerk and Cllr. Brain met with contractor who installed the CCTV at the Greenfield Centre to discuss possible options for some CCTV to be installed there. We have received a quote and it was agreed by members to go ahead. There were a couple of queries raised which the Clerk will discuss with the contractor. These were whether the cameras would pick up activity at the skateramp and the main gate, and if vat is payable on the figure quoted. Also to check the exact positioning of the cameras. Clerk to confirm. 
The survey of the bottom of the pond was carried out on 15th August which has shown it is suitable for a dam to be put across if we decide that is the next step. The silt is now to be tested. Clerk to contact the contractor to arrange the silt test. 
It was suggested we no longer need the standpipe so Clerk will look into getting it returned.

The possible removal of the 2 Lime Trees on Westbourne Avenue was discussed at the last Frenchay Preservation Society meeting. There were no strong objections to their removal. It was resolved to refer this back to the Parish Council to see if members are in agreement to submit planning for their removal. Two new trees were planted a few years ago as their replacement. It was decided to contact the Tree Officer at South Gloucestershire Council to see if the new trees can be inspected to determine if they  are now mature enough for consideration to be given to removing the original trees. 
It was agreed by the Parish Council earlier in the year to decorate the entrance foyer of the Greenfield Club and purchase new flooring. The decorating has been done and we have received 3 quotes for the flooring.

Carpet Giant - £2043.40

D & G Flooring - £1715.00

Phoenix Flooring - £1691.00

All prices plus vat.

It was decided to get a sample of colours before a final decision is made.  

In the previous Council meeting, it was discussed whether the Parish Council should have a credit or debit card to enable easier purchase of items on line. Nat West has confirmed we can have a card but it would only be available to authorised signatories. Further investigations are to be made to see if a card can have a fixed limit. 

The application to open a Nationwide Building Society Instant Saver Account has been submitted and accepted. An initial deposit of £10,000 is to be made.    

The tree survey at the Duck Pond has been carried out. Apart from a couple of very minor issues, it was advised the Scots Pine with a trunk defect should be removed. We are waiting for a quote the work.

A request has been made for 2 new life jackets for the crew of the boat. The current ones are extremely heavy and hard to work in. Some lighter ones can be obtained from around £50 each. Members were in agreement for these to be purchased.
A quote has been received for the levelling of the area of grass by Grange Park, Frenchay. To remove the top soil, fill the dips and hollows and redress with top soil and seed it would be £1550 plus vat. Members decided as this is an asset which belongs to a third party, it is difficult for us to repair it. It was decided to put this on hold unless the issue is raised again.
The Angling Club has voiced their disappointment at the Parish Council’s decision to only allow 1 sign on Hicks Common Road to advise a permit is required to fish.. They have advised most people fishing without a permit do so from the Flaxpits Lane side so the notice would not be seen by them. Members resolved that it could be agreed to have more than 1 sign and Cllrs. Brain and Climmer will check the best position for the signs.      

19.08/19 – To discuss room hire rates at the Greenfield Centre
Hire rates have not been raised since 2013 so it was agreed there should be an increase. Cllr Brain will calculate an increase in line with CPI and RPI increases.

20.08/19 –  Reports from task groups

Frenchay Common and Tuckett Pond
Suggestions were made regarding concrete outdoor sports equipment to be sited in Frenchay and possibly the Recreation Field which could be paid for using the CIL monies. These items would not only provide activities for young people, but people of all ages. These include a table tennis table, chess table and chairs and football table. Members decided the football table could easily be subject to vandalism but had no objections to the other items. Some metal goal posts were also suggested. These would be maintenance free as they would not have nets. Requests have been made in Frenchay for some football facilities.  As the suggested place for the table tennis table in Frenchay is on the designated Village Green, enquiries are to be made from South Gloucestershire Council Legal Department as to whether the Parish Council would need permission to do this, even though we will own the land. Clerk to contact South Gloucestershire Council.       
Winterbourne to include the Recreation Field, Duck Pond and Allotments
The shrubs on the corner of Flaxpits Lane and Hicks Common Road at the side of the pond are quite overgrown and restricting vision. Frome Valley is to be requested to cut these back.

There are 2 allotments to be let and we do have 2 people on the waiting list. 
The Dingle and Winterbourne Down
There is some fencing on the edge of the Frome Valley Walkway which needs to be repaired. Clerk to request our handyman to do this. 
The overgrown vegetation at Damson’s bridge has still not been cut back even though South Gloucestershire Council has been contacted on several occasions. They are to be reminded again. 

Hambrook/Whiteshill
There was an unfortunate incidence of a 40 ton lorry getting stuck in Moorend at the weekend which caused considerable chaos.

Cllr. Jones will remind South Gloucestershire Council again regarding the resurfacing of the Hambrook car park.  
Greenfield Centre
There was a problem with the timer on the lights in the Ladies toilets which has now been fixed. 
The offenders who attempted to enter the building a few weeks ago have been identified and have admitted they have the keys and padlock they took. PC Ball is still dealing with this. 

21.08/19 - A.O.B
Cllr. Dyer advised Sunnyside Lane in Hambrook is very overgrown. Clerk will investigate if South Gloucestershire Council should cut this.

The repairs to the wall at Frenchay Village Hall have still not been completed, although some work has been done. Contractor to be reminded again. 

George Newman has sadly passed away. He was for many years a member of the Football Club in Winterbourne and very much involved generally with Winterbourne Sports Association since it began. 
His funeral is at All Saints Church Winterbourne Down 12pm Tuesday 27th, followed by a family service at the crematorium and a gathering afterwards in the Swan pub in Winterbourne at 2.30.  

Meeting concluded 8.27pm 
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